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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to amendments filed on 5/14/2007. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 14-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fonseca (US 6,660,950) in view of Barton (US 6,501,195). 

With respect to claim 14 Fonseca discloses a switching arrangement for 
disconnecting a communications line connecting a computer to a remote data source 
(Column 1 lines 5-9), the switching arrangement comprising: a PC connector (Female 
plug 204a Figures 7-11) for connecting with the computer (Computer 1 Figure 1), the 
PC connector having at least a single-pole (Fonseca discloses that a data transfer relay 
1102 Figure 11 has switches, thus a switch inherently has a connection and a 
disconnection state, thus forms a single pole ); a remote connector (Female plug 204b 
Figure 7-1 1) for connecting with the remote data source (Internet provider 65), the 
remote connector having at least a single-pole (Switches inherently have connection 
and disconnection forming a single contact, single pole switch); an electrical switching 
device (Slider Switch 1 103 Figure 11) located between the PC connector and the 
remote connector (Figure 9), the electrical switching device having a first switching state 
wherein a data connection exists between the PC connector and the remote connector 
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and a second switching state wherein the data connection between the PC connector 
and the remote connector is interrupted (Column 4 lines 15-17); and a control connector 
(Data transfer relay 1 102) for connecting the switching device to a supply voltage 
provided by the computer. Fonseca discloses that the connect/disconnect process of 
the data line from the computer could be automatically, and as it is well known in the art 
computer provide voltages to peripheral devices. 

However, Fonseca does not disclose expressly that the connect/disconnect 
process is based on the presence/absence of a supply voltage. 

Barton discloses a sensing unit for sensing when power is off (absence) of a 
primary device and an executing unit for interrupting power (disconnect) to a secondary 
device; and when the power is turned on (presence) in the primary device the executing 
unit supplying power (connect) to the secondary device when the power is on in the 
primary device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have combined the teachings from Barton with the automatic 
connect/disconnect based on the presence and absence of supply voltage with the 
teaching of Fonseca. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been to provide reliable 
means to connect and disconnect systems without manual intervention, since one can 
forget to turn a switch on/off when doing it manually. 

With respect to claim 15-18 Fonseca in view of Barton disclose the switching 
arrangement according to claim 14, wherein the PC connector and remote connector is 
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a telecommunications connector Fonseca (Figure 1, Column 1 lines 65-67) and the PC 
connector and the remote connector is an ISDN connector (Computer 1 is connected to 
the internet via the switch box 100 of figures 7-1 1 , thus the switch of Fonseca's 
invention supports ISDN connections). 

With respect to claim 19 Fonseca in view of Barton disclose the switching 
arrangement according to claim 14, wherein the electrical switching device comprises a 
relay having at least a single-pole (Column 4 lines 15-17 discloses the switches making 
and breaking the connection between the computer and the remote data source 
(Internet), and the switches must have at least a single-pole arrangement). 

With respect to claim 20 Fonseca in view of Barton disclose the switching 
arrangement according to claim 14, wherein the electrical switching device is such that 
it is in the second switching state when the supply voltage or a signal is absent at the 
control connector (see Barton abstract). 

With respect to claim 21 Fonseca in view of Barton disclose the switching 
arrangement according to claim 14, wherein the switching device includes a switching 
system for each pole (Fonseca discloses that the arrangement of figure 11 has a data 
transfer relay 1 102 and 6 or more switches, and each of the 6 or more switches that 
Fonseca discloses necessarily have poles to make or brake a connection). 

With respect to claim 22 Fonseca in view of Barton disclose the switching 
arrangement according to claim 14, wherein the control connector includes a first plug 
connector, which is adapted to be plugged together with a second plug connector which 
is accessible from outside of the computer (Control connector 1102, is plugged to first 
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plug connector 204a and second plug connector 204b Figure 1 1 , and is accessible from 
outside the computer via Slider Switch 1 103). 

With respect to claim 27 Fonseca in view of Barton disclose the switching 
arrangement according to claim 14, further including a housing for the switching 
arrangement, the housing including the PC connector and the remote connector which 
are identically configured (Figures 7-1 1 ). 

With respect to claim 28 Fonseca in view of Barton disclose the switching 
arrangement according to claim 27, however, Fonseca does not disclose expressly that 
the PC connector and the remote connector are RJ-45 connectors. One of ordinary skill 
in the art would envision the use of RJ-45 connectors for the PC connector and the 
remote connector for the purpose of making a strong reliable connection. Also the RJ- 
45 connectors are commonly used for Ethernet, networking and connecting a cable or 
DSL modem to the computer. (Prior art Figures 2a-5b discloses the type of telephone 
connectors employ to make connections, one would envision the use of RJ-45 
connectors. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 23-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim 23 is allowable over the prior art of record, because the prior art of record 
does not teach or discloses that "the second plug connector is electrically connected 
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with a third plug connector such that a lead to a computer peripheral device can be 
looped via the second and third plug connectors". 

Claims 24-26 are also allowable since they depend on an allowable claim. 

Response to Arguments 
5. Applicant's arguments filed 5/1 4/2007 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

With respect to the argument that Barton does not teach an arrangement where 
the main device outputs further supply voltages to auxiliary devices. It is respectfully 
submitted that the teachings of Barton are used for showing a device that controls the 
supply of power based on the presence (power is turned on) and absence (power 
turned off) of power supply. Thus the combination of Barton and Fonseca teaches an 
automatic connect/disconnect, which could be implemented by the teachings of Barton 
with the device that detects the presence and absence of power supply and thus 
provide power or cut power to a device/bringing the switching device into a first/second 
state. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Amaya whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8941 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Sherry can be reached on (571) 272-2800. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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